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524 YALE LAW JOURNAL 

The Individual Delinquent. By William Healy. Published by 
Little, Brown & Co., Boston. 1915. pp. XVI and 830. 

One of the great problems with which every society has to 
deal is the handling of those of its members who engage in what 
is termed anti-social conduct. Whether the number of such 
social delinquents is increasing or not, it is hard to say. It 
suffices that each year so regularly reveals new additions to this 
unfortunate element of society that the amount of such increase 
can be fairly accurately foretold in advance. 

The book of Professor Healy breaks away from the usual 
mode of approach to this problem. We have always had lots of 
theories. Heretofore the method of approach seems to have been 
to try to work from the general to the particular. There has 
been a sort of general theory that certain defects were responsible 
for social delinquency and remedies have been sought to be 
applied to individuals for the cure of these assumed defects. The 
present work takes up the problem scientifically. It represents 
the laboratory method of approach. A thorough investigation 
of each particular case precedes any suggestion of remedy. In 
other words, we have here the point of view of the physician who 
diagnoses and then prescribes. 

The book pretty clearly shows that, in most cases, adult 
criminals acquire their delinquency in childhood. The part which 
heredity, disease and environment play is clearly shown. The 
most effective methods of study and diagnosis are suggested. 
It is a book with which every one who has to deal with offenders 
should be familiar. It has a message for teachers, religious 
leaders and parents no less than for the judge, the court officer 
and the institutional authority. 

h. w. A. 



Legal Principles of Health Administration. By Henry Bixby 
Hemenway. Introduction by J. H. Wigmore, Dean of North- 
western University Law School. Published by T. H. Flood 
& Co., Chicago. 1914. pp. XXXVI and 859. 

The importance which attaches to the idea expressed by the 
term "Public Health" depends primarily, in any society, upon 
density of population. When people have to live in large 
numbers in a small space whatever affects the health of one 



